
Welcome to the GED®

Tuesdays for Teachers Webinar

• The webinar will start at 3:30 p.m. (EDT), 2:30 p.m. (CDT).

• If you have a technical question, please type it into the question 
panel.

• When you log on, check your audio to make sure your 
headphones are working properly. If you use your phone to call 
in, be sure to enter the appropriate codes.

• If you do not hear anything during your audio test, look on the 
dashboard. Open the “audio” tab and select the option you prefer. 

• You will not hear the presenters until 3:30 p.m. when the webinar 
goes live.

• Check the chat box to see any messages from the presenters.

• Thank you for joining us today.



Ending on a High Note:

Celebrate Your Successes!

A Tuesdays for Teachers Webinar 

by the GED Testing Service®

May 25, 2021



Just So You 
Know…
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Education 

Consultant for PD
Debi Faucette, GEDTS 

Senior Director



In this session, we 
will…

• Review data from past school year

• Share information that has been 

learned during the year

• Review tips and strategies to help 

students do last minute preparation for 

the GED test

• Preview some of the latest research to 

highlight some of the challenges that 

students continue to have in each 

content area

• Respond to your questions and 

concerns



Challenges make you 
discover things about 
yourself that you never 
really knew.

—Cicely Tyson
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National Data, April 2020 v April 2021:
Tests Taken

April 2020 April 2021
Tests Taken (All) 6,997 66,694

Center-based 6,997 50,602

Online Proctored 0 16,092



National Data, April 2020 v April 2021:
Test Takers 

April 2020 April 2021
Test Takers 3,963 39,197

Test Completers 2,035 11,276

Test Passers 

(Graduates)

1,139 9,713



National Data, July 1, 2020-May 23, 2021:
Test Delivery Method

All Tests Online Proctored Center-based

July 1, 2020-

December 31, 2020

244,602 52,218

(27%)

192,384

January 1, 2021-

May 23, 2021

276,899 76,133

(38%)

200,766
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National Data,  July 1, 2020-May 23, 2021
Content Area Test Passing Rates

Center-

based

Online 

Proctored

All

(Ave for OP & 

CB)

Math 75% 85% 77%

RLA 83% 92% 86%

Science 90% 96% 92%

Social 

Studies

84% 92% 86%
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Since OP Launched. . .

• Total Credentialed = 25,062

• Total Passed Tests = 
105,899

• Total Tests Taken = 131,035

May 2021 Statistics

• Average daily GED tests in 
May = 658

• May 19 had highest 
number tests delivered at 
858

• ~28% of overall testing 
volume is OP
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Sneak Peek at 
Trends in 
Students’ 
Knowledge & 
Skill Gaps

The Research says…
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How were the content and skills 

identified?

• identified performance trends based on the 

field test data
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Why are certain knowledge & skills 

problematic?

• The students may have specific knowledge or 

skill gaps that need more coverage during 

GED® test preparation

• The students may need to improve their 

critical thinking and/or reading skills
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Mathematical 
Reasoning
Content Specialist - Michael Bell
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Overview – Two Major 
Areas of Mathematics 
Skill Gaps

Skills with non-calculator 

items
• Ordering fractions and 

decimals

• Applying number 

properties involving 

multiples and factors

• Performing operations on 

rational numbers

Skills with exponents
• Understanding the laws of 

exponents

• Working with cubes/cube 

roots

• Improving skills with 

exponents and both 

numerical and algebraic 

bases
16



Gap 1: Non-calculator items (examples)

Place 3/9, 4/11, and 3/7 in order from least to 

greatest.
(Q.1.a)
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Gap 1: Non-calculator items (examples)
What is the greatest common factor of 3, 8, and 12? (Q.1.b)
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Demonstrate multiple ways to find the GCF.

Choose the greatest

Combine the prime factors

Guess and Check

GFC of 3, 8, and 12

3 = 1, 3

8 = 1, 2, 4, 8

12 = 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 12



Gap 1: Non-calculator items (examples)

Multiply 2/3 × 9/4
(Q.2.a)

Do a quick review of the differences between multiplying and dividing fractions!
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Graphics from https://www.mathsisfun.com/

Which one is correct?

𝟐

𝟑
x 
𝟗

𝟒

𝟐

𝟑
x 
𝟗

𝟒

https://www.mathsisfun.com/


Gap 1: Non-calculator items (examples)

Simplify -4 × 5 + (36 ÷ 3) ÷ 2
(Q.2.a)
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Go from… To This...



Gap 2: Exponents

➢ Specific indicators: Q.1.c (laws of exponents); Q.2.c 

(cubes/cube roots); but NOT Q.2.b (squares/square 

roots)

➢ Related indicators: geometric formulas (Q.4, Q.5); 

polynomials (A.1.d − A.1.j); quadratic functions (A.4, 

A.7.c, A.7.d)

Gaps include expressions with both numerical bases and 

algebraic bases (i.e., variables).
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Gap 2: Exponents

➢ Specific indicators: Q.1.c (laws of exponents); Q.2.c (cubes/cube 
roots); but NOT Q.2.b (squares/square roots)

➢ Related indicators: geometric formulas (Q.4, Q.5); polynomials (A.1.d 
A.1.j); quadratic functions (A.4, A.7.c, A.7.d)
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Simplify 

(-2)6 × [(-2)3]2

(-2)6 x (-2)3 x 2

(-2)6 x (-2)6 

When you have the same base, 

add the exponents

(-2)12

Review the product, quotient, and power rules at: 

https://www.montereyinstitute.org/courses/DevelopmentalMath/COURSE_TEX

T2_RESOURCE/U11_L1_T2_text_final.html

https://www.montereyinstitute.org/courses/DevelopmentalMath/COURSE_TEXT2_RESOURCE/U11_L1_T2_text_final.html


Gap 2: Exponents

➢ Specific indicators: Q.1.c (laws of exponents); Q.2.c 

(cubes/cube roots); but NOT Q.2.b (squares/square 

roots)

➢ Related indicators: geometric formulas (Q.4, Q.5); 

polynomials (A.1.d − A.1.j); quadratic functions (A.4, 

A.7.c, A.7.d)

Gaps include expressions with both numerical bases and 

algebraic bases (i.e., variables).
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Gap 2: Exponents (examples)

Simplify 

(-2)6 × [(-2)3]2
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(-2)6 × [(-2)3]2

(-2)6 x (-2)3 x 2

(-2)6 x (-2)6 

When you have the 

same base, add the 

exponents

(-2)12

Simplify 

-3
3
64

Caution!

-33 or 
3
64

-3 x 4

-12



Science
Content Specialist – Ana Montemayor
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Skill Gaps

1. Describe a data set statistically

2. Use counting & permutations to solve 

scientific problems

3. Probability of Events
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Data Sets
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Permutations
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Make sure students know the difference!

•When the order doesn't matter, it is a Combination.
•When the order does matter it is a Permutation.



Probability of Events
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What does 80% chance of rain mean?
An 80 percent chance of rain (or of any other kind 
of precipitation) means the weather forecaster 
believes there will be an eight in ten chance (or 80 
chances out of 100) of measurable precipitation (0.01 
inch or more) in the area under consideration during 
the time interval that is specified in the weather 
forecast



Probability of Events
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Check out: https://www.slideshare.net/hseufert/science-tools-

presentation

https://www.slideshare.net/hseufert/science-tools-presentation


Don’t Forget Focusing Themes and Content 
Topics
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For more information, check out the GED Assessment Guide – Science

https://ged.com/wp-

content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_science.pdf

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_science.pdf


Social Studies
Content Specialist – Patrick Duran
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Skill Gaps

1. Identify evidence to support inferences 
(SSP.1.b)

2. Sequence of events (SSP.3.a)  
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Evidence and Inferences
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Voting – Your Voice 
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Don’t Forget Focusing Themes and Content 
Topics
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For more information, check out the GED Assessment Guide – Social Studies

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_social_studies.pdf

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_social_studies.pdf


Reasoning 
through 
Language Arts
Content Specialist – Amy Hathorn

38



Skill Gap

1. Editing Passages

a. Technology Enhanced Items

b. Extended Response
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Don’t Forget the Basics
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# Indicator

L.1.1 edit to correct errors involving frequently confused words and 

homonyms, including contractions (passed, past; two, too, to; 

there, their, they're; knew, new; it's its)

• They don’t know the definitions

L.1.2 edit to correct errors in straightforward subject-verb agreement

• Struggle when subject and verb are separated

L.1.9 edit to ensure effective use of transitional words, conjunctive 

adverbs, and other words and phrases that support logic and 

clarity

• Struggle with transition words (therefore, additionally, in 

contrast, however) 

L.2.3 edit to ensure correct use of apostrophes with possessive 

nouns

• They are drawn to options without apostrophes

L.1.8 edit to eliminate wordiness or awkward sentence construction

• They are drawn to wordy options that emphasize and 

repeat



Stay Tuned for Upcoming T4Ts this Fall!

For More Research 
Highlights, Strategies, 

and Resources
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State of the GED Event
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Thursday, June 3, 2021 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM CDT

Join us on June 3rd at 12PM EDT for a virtual 

event for all GED administrators and adult 

educators. We are excited to get together and 

share the great strides we have made since last 

year. 

Here’s a sneak peek at the agenda: 

• Becoming a more learner-centric organization 

• DE&I initiatives for the company 

• New partnerships and alliances 

• New board members 

Please send any questions to Mimi Abdulkadir at 

mimi.abdulkadir@ged.com
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Tuesdays for Teachers

June 15, 2021   

3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. EDT

Featuring:

Aztec Software & GED Testing Service

Collaboration for Improved Student Outcomes



Ongoing Research:
Online Proctored (O.P.)Test

• O.P. test taker survey going out this week

• Analyzing O.P. pages – videos, links, content, system test

• Implementing an experiment on the 60-day requirement for 

GED Ready “Green” for O.P. Test
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Moving Toward Post Pilot for the O.P. Test

May-June – gathering and sharing data to gain approvals and 

finalize plans

Early July – planning to communicate post pilot plans to field

July-Sept – updated websites: 

~new, more comprehensive O.P. Testing page for AE 

~messaging on all enhancements within student account
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Additional Operations Updates

As of June 1, VUE will no longer accept 

expired IDs 

for online proctored testing or in person testing. 

– Stay tuned, discussions will continue on this topic.
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Need More?
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching

/professional_development/webinars/



Need More?

https://www.youtube.com/pl
aylist?list=PLJ4lvP90ndyXD
xVHLZ4hxacF0wIF-C2mc
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJ4lvP90ndyXDxVHLZ4hxacF0wIF-C2mc


Summary:
Content

Events/Updates

Operations
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Y

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Thank you!
Communicate with GED Testing Service® 

help@ged.com
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