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Before We Get Started
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During the webinar, please
1. Keep your sound and video 

muted. This will limit 
background noise.

2. Ask questions using the chat 
function.

3. Keep in mind that the session is 
being recorded for future 
viewing.
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Today’s Focus

➢What is a skills gap?

➢How the gaps were identified

➢Possible reasons for gaps

➢Indicators, Focusing Themes, & Content Topics

➢Specific examples

➢Strategies to close the gaps

➢Resources

➢Session Q&A
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What is a skills gap?

A gap is the differences between the actual performance 
and the expected performance.

• When student performance on a skill does not match what 
is expected. Such as, a straightforward skill that students 
seem to answer incorrectly.

• Or a common skill that is difficult but that students 
could answer correctly with more instruction.

• Guidance and clarification on these skills could help 
students improve their overall performance.
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How the gaps were identified

Develop Items & Psgs
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Field Test & Analyze Build/Publish Tests

Write

Review/Edit

Committee Review

Review/Edit

Expert Review

Construct

Review

Embed/Test
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Add to bank

Construct

Translate

Review

Publish

Research
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Possible Reasons for Gaps

•The students may need to improve 
their critical thinking and/or reading skills.

•The students may have specific knowledge or skill 
gaps that need more coverage during GED® test 
preparation.

•Students tend to perform less well on certain items 
simply because the concepts are difficult. 



Indicators, Focusing Themes, & Content Topics

GED® Assessment Guide for Educators

• https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_all_subjects.pdf

• (Copy and paste link as needed or search for “Assessment Guide for Educators”)

• Social studies begins on page 180.

• Social studies Assessment Targets (AKA "Indicators") begin 
on page 185.

• Social studies Content Topics begin on page 187.
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https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_all_subjects.pdf


Skill and Knowledge gaps

➢Gap 1 – Identify evidence to support inferences (SSP.1.b)

➢Gap 2 – Sequences of events (SSP.3.a)

➢Gap 3 – Compare differing ideas (SSP.3.d)

➢Gap 4 – Discrepancies between sources (SSP.8.a)

➢Gap 5 – Content knowledge
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Gap 1: Identify Evidence to Support Inferences 
(SSP.1.b)
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Cite or identify specific evidence to support inferences or 
analyses of primary and secondary sources, attending to the 
precise details of explanations or descriptions of a process, event 
or concept.

The gap:

• Reading comprehension

• Skill deficit in identifying evidence that supports inferences 

• Skill deficit in attending to precise details



Gap 1 Example #1
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Gap 1 Example #2
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Gap 1 Strategies

Introduce the concept of inferencing by providing simple, real-life 
scenarios.

A woman is standing on a podium smiling, holding a medal. 

• What is going on?

• How do you know? Identify specific words and phrases that give 
you hints about what is happening.
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From Simple to                                                          Complex

Pictures/ 

Advertis-ments

Comics Sentences Short 

paragraphs

Longer, more 

intricate 

passages –

fiction/

mysteries

Longer, more 

intricate 

passages -

nonfiction



How Do Effective Readers Make Inferences?

They use:

•Word/text clues

•Picture clues

•Define unknown words

•Look for emotion (feelings)

•Use what they already know

•Look for explanations for events

•ASK themselves questions!



Use Photographs
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• What do you observe in 

this picture?

• What does it remind 

you of?

• What is the 

photographer’s 

purpose?

• What inferences can 

you make based on 

what you see in this 

picture?

Caption: "Nipomo, Calif. March 1936. Migrant agricultural worker's 
family. Seven hungry children and their mother, aged 32. The father is 
a native Californian."
Reproduction Number: LC-USZ62-58355 (film copy neg.)
Note: Original negative was declared missing; original negative 
number was: LC-USF34-9098-C.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2017762908/


Use a Graphic Organizer: 
It Says – I Say – And So

16

Question It Says I Say And So

What did the court want 
to prevent?

This is a job for the 
Nation’s lawmakers, not 
for its military authorities.

The Constitution clearly 
shows a separation of 
power within the three 
branches of government 
with each branch having 
its own job to do.

The court wanted to 
ensure that the President 
(commander in chief) did 
not interfere with the 
rights of the legislative 
branch in doing their job.



Gap 2: Sequence of Events (SSP.3.a)
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Identify the chronological structure of a historical narrative and 
the sequence steps in a process.

The gap:

• Reading comprehension

• Skill deficit in identifying the chronological order of events 
presented in a passage

• Skill deficit in social studies content knowledge



Gap 2 Example #1
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Gap 2 Example #2
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Gap 2 Strategies

RLA 

Order sequences of events in 
texts

Social Studies

Identify the chronological 
structure of a historical 

narrative and sequence steps in 
a process

Science

Reason from data or evidence 
to a conclusion

Mathematics

Search for and recognize entry 
point for solving a problem and 

plan a solution pathway 
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Recognizing Text Structure

•Text structure refers to how the text is organized.

•Teaching students to recognize common text 
structures found in expository texts can help 
students monitor their comprehension.

•Attempting to identify the text structure early on 
encourages the reader to question how 
subsequent sections of the text fit into the 
identified text structure.
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Types of Text Structures 
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North Slope Borough School District  - https://www.nsbsd.org/

https://www.nsbsd.org/nsbsdbeta


In Social Studies . . .

When reading primary and secondary sources, students 
need to be able to:

• Order significant events on timelines

• Understand the connections between and among people, 
places, and events

• Identify cause and effect—both simple and complex

All of these require students to develop and use 
sequencing skills.
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Gap 3: Compare Differing Ideas (SSP.3.d)
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Compare differing sets of ideas related to political, historical, 
economic, geographic, or societal contexts; evaluate the 
assumptions and implications inherent in differing positions. 

The gap:

• Reading comprehension 

• Skill deficit in making comparisons, logical assumptions, and 
rational inferences.



Gap 3 Example #1
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Gap 3 Example #2
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Gap 3 Example #3



Gap 3 Strategies

Moving from Faulty to Logical Assumptions

Critical Questions

1. What am I taking for granted?

2. Am I assuming something I shouldn’t?

3. How can I determine whether this assumption is accurate?

4. What is the author assuming?

5. How can I determine if this author’s assumptions are accurate?
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Example:

Christie is researching representations of gender in popular music. She decides to 

search Google and, within a few minutes, locates more sources that she could 

possibly incorporate into her final paper.

•Christie's Inference/Conclusion: I can just use Google for my research.



Gap 4: Discrepancies between sources (SSP.8.a)
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Compare treatments of the same social studies topic in 
various primary and secondary sources, noting discrepancies 
between and among the sources.

The gap:

• Reading comprehension 

• Skill deficit in contrasting and comparing sources



Gap 4 Example #1
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Gap 4 Strategies – Identify Signal Words to 
Compare and Contrast
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same as
alike
not only…but also
either…or
likewise
similarly
compared with
as well as

different from
in contrast
although
more than
less than
instead of
However
rather

on the other 
hand
on the contrary
but not
while
unless
Opposite
while



Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer
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Gap 5: Content Knowledge
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Test questions assume test-takers have a basic understanding of

the social studies subject matter and terminology used in the

content topics and indicators.

The gap:

• Content knowledge deficits in civics/government and 
economics



Gap 5 Example #1
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Gap 5 Example #2
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Gap 5 Example #2



Gap 5 Strategies – Access Online Resources
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http://www.annenbergclassroom.org

Copyright and Use of AnnenbergClassroom.org Books:
All AnnenbergClassroom.org books are free for viewing at AnnenbergClassroom.org 
and may be downloaded only by teachers and students without charge.

http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/
https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/about-us/copyright-policy/AnnenbergClassroom.org


38

http://docsteach.org/

Gap 5 Strategies – Access Online Resources

Except where otherwise noted, DocsTeach is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Primary source 
documents included on this site generally come from the holdings of the National Archives and are in the public domain, except as noted. Teaching activities on this site 
have received the CC0 Public Domain Dedication; authors have waived all copyright and related rights to the extent possible under the law. See our legal and privacy 
page for full terms and conditions

DocsTeach is a product of the 
National Archives education 
division.

http://docsteach.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://docsteach.org/privacy
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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http://sheg.stanford.edu/?

q=node/21

Gap 5 Strategies – Access Online Resources

The lessons and assessments available on this website via PDF download or Google Drive 
hyperlink are governed by Creative Commons Licenses.

http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/21


General Strategies

• Share the GED® indicators and content topics with your students. The 
content topics can be used as a teaching/study guide.

• Review key foundational concepts/content. 

• Remind students to carefully read the questions and excerpts.

• Encourage students to study key definitions and terms.

• Encourage students to read more. Strong reading skills 
will benefit students in all 4 subject area tests.

• Encourage students to analyze the content they read on a daily basis. 
Strong critical thinking skills will benefit students in all 4 subject 
area tests. 
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Tuesdays for Teachers
12:30-2:00 PDT/3:30-5:00 EDT
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February 22, 2022 • Social Studies

March 22, 2022 • Reasoning Through Language Arts, Part One

April 26, 2022 • Reasoning Through Language Arts, Part Two

May 24, 2022 • Science

Coming soon. • Individual “Hot Topic Sessions” based 
upon Educator and Administrator interest and 
GEDTS observations of student and educator 
trends



Thank you!
Communicate with GED Testing Service® 

help@ged.com

Debi Faucette – Debi.Faucette@ged.com

Susan Pittman – skptvs@gmail.com 

43


